Global Renewables Alliance
and
Greening the Islands Foundation

ENERGY TRANSITION PLANNING

RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR ISLANDS

Worsening climate change poses existential threats
to small islands worldwide. For these vulnerable
communities, accelerating the energy transition
stands as a vital priority in the next decisive decade.
In line with the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for
SIDS, the major outcome of the SIDS4 Conference in
2024, concerted efforts from different stakeholders
at the national, regional, and global levels are needed
to accelerate the deployment of renewables and
other enablers of a just energy transition on islands.

Such a transition is not only bound to the energy
sector, but broadly, it is paramount for economy-
wide decarbonisation and revitalisation through job
creation, reduction of energy costs, empowerment
of local value chains, and circularity. Small islands
are uniquely placed to showcase the technical
and economic viability of 100% renewable energy
systems and ensure their sustainability, originating
replicable and scalable models that can lead global
change.

Small islands, especially those non-interconnected,
should develop ambitious energy strategies
aiming at diversifying their energy mix exploiting
all renewable sources available, at all sizes, and
coupling them with the most viable energy storage
solutions according to the system'’s needs. Islands
should commit to fast-maturing solutions such
as offshore renewables and green hydrogen, and
embrace the full potential of circularity and nexus,
designing highly integrated systems.

However, there are regulatory aspects that act
as barriers, compensating island utilities for the
additional costs that they bear for provisioning fossil
fuels, and in fact do not allow renewables to play
on a level playing field. Indeed, direct and indirect
subsidies to fossil fuels should be phased-out and
available funds reallocated to clean technologies.

Small islands have a particular need for a
streamlined and effective permitting process, as

they often have protected areas, little available land,
and limited public finances. Complex authorisation
processes entail higher costs and risks of losing
financing opportunities. More standard and
transparent processes are necessary — alongside
auctions, power purchase agreements, guarantee
mechanisms, and public-private partnerships -
to attract private investments by reducing the
perceived risk associated with island projects, which
truly offer a high potential. In this sense, the role of
development banks and public-private cooperation
at the international level is significant.

Hence the following recommendations, tailored to
the small islands’ context, emphasise the role of
effective permitting and community engagement,
among other actions, to advance the deployment
of renewable energy and related projects, thereby
leading to sustainable development, energy security,
and resilience of economies and societies.

We encourage governments to put these
recommendations into action; the international and
local private sector, civil society, and international
institutions, stand ready to cooperate with them.
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BACKGROUND

The above is an elaboration of the original recommendations from
the Planning for Climate Coalition. Greening the Islands and Global
Renewables Alliance have cooperated to adapt the 9-point plan for
fast and fair permitting to the context of small islands. The outlined
recommendations are addressed to both island states and central
governments, in the case of island territories and sub-national
island jurisdictions.

The Planning for Climate Coalition was launched at the COP27 UN
Climate Conference in Egypt in November 2022 to raise awareness
of the need for improved planning and approval processes for
renewable energy projects and the green hydrogen economy.

The Coalition is a joint initiative by the members of the Global
Renewables Alliance (Green Hydrogen Organisation, Global Wind
Energy Council, Global Solar Council, International Geothermal
Association, International Hydropower Association and Long
Duration Energy Storage Council).

The Coalition is made up of leaders representing governments, the
private sector and civil society. It includes leading global institutions
with mandates to promote renewable energy and experts on energy
law and regulation.
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