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“Greening the Islands” is a traveling international conference 
aiming at finding sustainability solutions for islands. Due 
to their fragile environment and the need to protect their re-
sources, islands are natural laboratories for climate change 
adaptation and integrated solutions concerning energy, mo-
bility, water and other environmental segments. “Greening the 
Islands” supports the implementation of investments in these 
important fields of the green economy, and promotes the dif-
fusion of technology innovation and best practices, that can be 
replicated in countless islands around the world and in remote 
locations in general.

Already the 2014 edition of “Greening the Islands” in Pantelle-
ria, saw the participation of many Mediterranean islands repre-
sentatives. The 2015 edition was a much larger event, with the 
contribution of even more Mediterranean islands for a three-day 
conference in Malta. In 2016, the third edition of the conference 
will take place in the island of Gran Canaria, Canary Islands, an 
oceanic location that underlines the success of the initiative and 
the global relevance of issues concerning islands. In consider-
ation of the huge relevance of the migrants’ crisis in the Mediter-
ranean, the conference will also underline how islands are on the 
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frontline for confronting global disruptions caused by war and 
climate change. It will involve an even higher number of govern-
ments’ representatives, international organizations, scientists, 
and companies, who will discuss the best solutions and strate-
gies for islands and remote locations. As in 2015, the most inno-
vative and successful initiatives will be selected for the Greening 
the Islands Awards by a jury of international experts.

The conferences are backed by the Greening the Islands’ 
Scientific Committee, which joins islands’ international institu-
tions, who periodically share their knowledge on technological 
and political developments. Furthermore, the Greening the Is-
lands’ Newsletter and website ensure continuity and visibility 
to the initiatives discussed in the various conferences. The 2016 
edition of “Greening the Islands” represents a unique opportu-
nity for islands to gain additional insight on sustainability solu-
tions, to implement them with the best possible partners and to 
obtain international visibility for their achievements.

secretariat@greeningtheislands.com
www.greeningtheislands.com



December 2nd

10.15 | Registration of Participants 

11.00 | Opening Session
Introduction & Moderation
Gianni Chianetta – Director & Scientific Coordinator, Greening 
The Islands/Director The Green Consulting Group

11.15 | Welcome Message
Erasmo Garcia de León – General Director of Industry and 
Energy of the Government of the Canary Islands

11.30 | Best practices in the Canary Islands 
Gonzalo Piernavieja Izquierdo – Director, Instituto 
Tecnológico de Canarias

11.45 | Panel: Policy Framework for the enhancement of 
the islands (references to migration and climate change)
Gian Piera Usai – General Secretary ANCIM/Vice-Presidency 
The European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) - 
ArchiMed
Joeri de Ridder – Chairman, European Association for Battery, 
Hybrid and Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (AVERE)/Chairman, 
World Electric Vehicle Association (WEVA)
Konstantina Toli – Senior Programme Officer, Global Water 
Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)
Sara Marjani Zadeh – Technical Officer from the Land and 
Water Division (AGL) in the Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection Deparment (AG), FAO
Gonzalo Piernavieja Izquierdo - ISLENET, Network of 
European Islands for Energy & the Environment

12.45 | Debate & Conclusions



13.00 | Light Lunch

13.40 | Session: Energy
Introduction & Moderation
Emilio Sani – Partner, The Green Consulting Group

13.50 |  Status Overview
Looking ahead: 100% RE Islands initiative launched at COP21 and 
the RENFORUS (Renewable Energy Futures for UNESCO Sites)
Cipriano Marín - UNESCO Center of the Canary Islands/
UNESCO’s RENFORUS Initiative

14.05 | Innovative solutions
CITY LIGHTING: LED could be more than just energy saving: 
light quality and ambience  
Aldo Bigatti – Sales & Marketing Director – Business Unit 
Light, Gewiss 

Pathway to a Zero-Emission Island
Lorenzo Ceraulo – Councilor for Public Works and Town Planning  
Fabrizio Longo – Technical Director, SEA Favignana

South Pacific Island is powered by the sun: Tesla 
Powerpack case study
Marco D’Alimonte - Regional Manager Supercharger & Tesla 
Energy

Renewable energy solutions for small island projects – 
Giannutri
Luca Piemonti  - Responsible for Domestic Activities, Terna Plus 
15.05 | Panel: Legislative and regulatory framework – 
best practices and issues

 Canary Islands Government Building



Moderati on
Elena Comelli – Corriere Economia

Joan Groizard – Director of Energy and Climate Change, 
Regional Government of the Balearic Islands
Jan Jantzen – MSc Eng, Samso’s Energy Academy, Island of 
Samso (Denmark)
Kostas Komninos – Network of Sustainable Greek Islands - DAFNI 
/ Aegean Energy & Environment Agency - AEGEA
Josè Donoso – Director General Unión Española Fotovoltaica 
(UNEF)/Co-Chairman Global Solar Council
Enrique Rodriguez de Azero – President Asociación Canaria 
de Energías Renovables (ACER)

16.05 | Debate & Conclusions

16.20 | Coff ee Break

16.35 | Session: Water
Introducti on & Moderati on
Carlo Rolle – Partner, The Green Consulti ng Group

16.45 | Status Overview
Water in the islands: challenges and responses
Konstanti na Toli – Senior Programme Offi  cer, Global Water 
Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)

17.00 | Innovati ve soluti ons
Desalinati on and water reuse in the Mediterranean Islands: 
a few case histories 
Jacopo Belbusti  – Commercial Manager, Protecno S.r.l.

17.15 | Panel: Legislati ve and regulatory framework – 
best practi ces and issues
Moderati on: Agnese Cecchini – Editorial Director, Gruppo 
Italia Energia/Quoti diano Energia

Kostanti na Toli – Senior Programme Offi  cer, Global Water 
Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)



Toni Casañas – Member of European Desalinati on Society 
(EDS)/Member of the Board of Asociación Española de 
Desalación y Reuti lización (AEDyR)
Jacques Ganoulis – Special Secretary for Water Resources, 
Ministry of Reconstructi on of Producti on, Environment & 
Energy, Greece
Giuseppe Taverna – Chief Technical Secretariat, Regional 
Department for Energy, Water and Public Uti liti es Region of Sicily

18.15 | Debate & Conclusions

20.30 | Gala Dinner and Greening the Islands Awards*
Moderati on
Agnese Cecchini – Editorial Director, Gruppo Italia Energia/
Quoti diano Energia

The Jury
Joeri de Ridder – Chairman, European Associati on for Batt ery, Hybrid 
and Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (AVERE)/Chairman, World Electric 
Vehicle Associati on (WEVA)
Gonzalo Piernavieja Izquierdo – ISLENET, Network of European 
Islands for Energy & the Environment
Michela Milett o – Deputy Coordinator United Nati ons World Water 
Assessment Programme
Emanuele Taibi – Islands Energy Transiti on Analyst, The Internati onal 
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
Konstanti na Toli – Senior Programme Offi  cer, Global Water 
Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)

Greening the Islands Awards 2016 Winners & Nominees

*  Hotel Cristi na Las Palmas - Calle Gomera 6, 35008 Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

AWARDS
2016



December 3rd 

09.00 | Session: Green Vehicles
Introduction & Moderation
Enzo Guidi – Partner, The Green Consulting Group

09.10 | Status Overview
Electric mobility: past, present and future
Joeri de Ridder – Chairman, European Association for Battery, 
Hybrid and Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (AVERE)/Chairman, 
World Electric Vehicle Association (WEVA)

09.25 | Panel: Legislative framework – best practices 
and issues
Moderation
Luis Hill – CEO, Thinking Cities and Thinking Highways

Joeri de Ridder – Chairman, European Association for Battery, 
Hybrid and Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (AVERE) / Chairman, 
World Electric Vehicle Association (WEVA) 
Maria Gemou – Associate Researcher – Head of Clean 
Vehicles Technologies Lab, CERTH/HIT
Peter Paul Barbara – National Coordinator, Malta National 
Electromobility Platform (MNEP)
Nicos Kouyialis – Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Environment, Cyprus

10.25 | Debate & Conclusions

10.40 | Coffee break

10.55 | Session: Other environmental segments
Introduction & Moderation
Antonio Giordano - Journalist, Milano Finanza



11.05 | Waste
Waste innovation in small island: the GE.RI.N project 
Mario Jorizzo – Ente per le Nuove tecnologie, l’Energia e 
l’Ambiente (ENEA)

11.20 | Agriculture 
Climate Change, Agriculture and FAO Global Water 
Scarcity Initiative; with a focus on an island context
Sara Marjani Zadeh – Technical Officer from the Land and 
Water Division (AGL) in the Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection Deparment (AG), FAO

11.35 | Tourism
Growth and sustainability of Azores as a consequence of 
tourism
José Manuel Rosa Nunes – Regional Director of Energy 
Regional Secretary of Tourism and Transportation, 
Government of Azores Islands

11.50 | Debate & Conclusions

12.10 | Visit to the Instituto Tecnologico de Canarias in 
Pozo Izquierdo

 ITC (Instituto TecnolÓgico de Canarias)



GEWISS is an international leader in the production of systems 
and components for low voltage electrical installations. Contin-
ual investments in research and development, training for all 
personnel and expansion of production facilities have enabled 
GEWISS to become a key player on the market manufacturing 
solutions for domotics, energy and lighting. Besides its home 
and building automation and video communication systems, 
the GEWISS catalogue includes energy distribution and protec-
tion systems, as well as urban, residential, street, industrial and 
emergency lighting systems. Established in 1970, following a 
revolutionary idea about the use of technopolymer in electrical 
systems, GEWISS now supplies an integrated electrical system 
comprising more than 20,000 products, to cater for all needs 
of the electrotechnical market in the residential, industrial and 
commercial sectors.
Thanks to acquisitions of leading European companies in the 
industry, the GEWISS Group came about in 1997, comprising 
twelve trading and industrial companies that are active on main 
international markets. The Parent Company GEWISS Spa has its 
registered offices in Cenate Sotto (Bergamo) and production fa-
cilities at Cenate Sotto (Bergamo), Cenate Sopra (Bergamo) and 
Castel San Giovanni (Piacenza). Since early 2000, its new logis-
tics/technological hub has also been operative, based in Calcinate 
(Bergamo), a strategic location which can serve the entire central 
European area within a 1,000 Km radius. The Group’s production 
facilities abroad are located in Germany, France and Portugal.
Today the GEWISS Group is an international leader, employing more 
than 1,500 people, with industrial sites and sales branches in Italy, 
Spain, France, Portugal, Germany, the United Kingdom, China, Rus-
sia, Turkey, Romania, Belgium, Poland, Chile and the United Arab 
Emirates, and agencies and distributors in 80 nations worldwide.



Idroambiente Srl is a Company which deals with planning, engi-
neering, sale and management of water desalinization system.
The conception of the process is the basic phase for the devel-
opment of a system especially related to the evaluation of the 
economic convenience and the technical feasibility of the project.
Idroambiente Srl is capable to find the most advanced technical 
solutions with the most advantageous costs, to plan and calcu-
late each part and finally to engineer the implementation.
Idroambiente Srl is owned by Marnavi SPA, a Company man-
aged by its sole Director and chief shareholder Domenico Ievoli in 
close cooperation with his two sons and Deputy Directors Genn-
aro and Attilio, assisted by a highly qualified and competent staff.
Marnavi Spa has also modern vessels designed and equipped for 
cleaning seas with full respect for both the flora, the fauna and 
the coast.
Moreover, the Company has an anti-pollution fleet which con-
sists of ships for support operations and the recovery of hydro-
carbons dispersed in the sea, equipped to ensure fast and prompt 
intervention in case of environmental emergencies.
For Idroambiente Srl is very important the edible sector and wa-
ter transportation in fact the Company is currently engaged in 
supplying the Italy islands with drinking water.



Established in 1975 by Lorenzo Belbusti, Protecno has always 
dealt with water treatment. In few years, also with the incoming 
of Andrea Belbusti, Lorenzo’s brother, Protecno has expanded to 
include the building of plants for the treatment of primary and 
process waters and has become one of the most important Ital-
ian companies in the field.
This result has been achieved thanks to Protecno’s reliability 
and professionalism and also to the usage of the most advanced 
technologies; the growing integration in the foreign market has 
largely contributed to the company’s success.  Today Protecno 
is present in many countries from Europe to Americas, from 
Asia to Africa, where it has gained and executed prestigious or-
ders of international level.
Protecno has been certified UNI EN ISO-9001 since 1997 and 
its headquarters is located in a 6000 m2 covered structure. The 
company has grown to employ a workforce of about fifty people.

Protecno provides: 
•	 plants:  filtration, ION exchange and E.D.I., membrane, 

chemical-physical, biological and lifting plants;
•	 products: equipments, automation, chemicals;
•	 services:  assistance and management, design and re-

search, outsourcing and rent.

Protecno’s mission is to create solutions, systems and techno-
logically innovative advanced systems and plants that enable 
maximum reliability and maximum efficiency in the highest re-
spect for the environment.



SEA (Società Elettrica di Favignana) is active in the production, 
distribution and sale of electricity in the municipality of Favig-
nana, part of the province of Trapani (Italy).
The island started power production in 1925 with just a few thou-
sand kilowatt-hours (kWh), needed to provide power for a few 
critical users in the small town centre.
Over the course of the years, as a result of the development of 
the island’s economy and tourism, a number of power genera-
tors were installed and by 1968 production hit the milestone of 
1 mln kWh.
Today the island of Favignana has 3,500 residents and wel-
comes about 60,000 visitors each summer season. SEA Favi-
gnana, with 3,700 customers, provides electricity to the entire 
island with production that in 2015 reached 16 mln kWh thanks 
to its installed generation capacity of 12 MW.

favignana



Terna is an independent grid operator and one of the key play-
ers in Europe in terms of kilometers of electricity lines man-
aged. This leading role makes Terna responsible for service 
towards the entire national community. The Group’s company 
structure comprises the holding company, Terna S.p.A., and its 
two operating subsidiaries: Terna Rete Italia and Terna Plus. 
The service which Terna provides in Italy is crucial to the oper-
ation of the entire electricity system and for guaranteeing the 
supply of electricity to all.
Terna has responsibility for supplying the entire country’s elec-
tricity needs. The sense of responsibility in providing a service 
of such wide-ranging importance is integral to Terna’s com-
pany culture. Terna Group is a leading Italian corporation with 
more than 3,700 experts who are tasked every day with en-
suring the safety of Italy’s electricity system. The Company is 
responsible for the planning, development and maintenance of 
the grid, combining competence, technologies and innovation 
in keeping with international best practices.
Through Terna Rete Italia, it is engaged in: providing a service 
that ensures safety, reliability, quality, continuity and cost-effec-
tiveness maintaining a continuous balance between electricity 
supply and demand; maintaining efficiency and developing the 
transmission system; respecting the principles of fairness and 
neutrality to ensure equal treatment of all grid users.
Through its subsidiary, Terna Plus, the company is responsi-
ble for developing new businesses, both in Italy and abroad. It 
seeks to exploit business opportunities stemming from tech-
nology gaps and from trends peculiar to the energy sector, 
such as: growth in renewable energy sources, Smart Grid de-
velopment and energy efficiency. 



Tesla is accelerating the world’s transition to sustainable trans-
portation and electricity consumption by designing and manu-
facturing electric vehicles and energy storage systems. Based in 
California, Tesla employs more than 13,000 people across four 
continents, and manufactures cars at the factory in Fremont, 
California. 
 
Tesla is currently constructing the Gigafactory 1–the world’s 
largest lithium ion battery factory–in Sparks, Nevada. There 
Tesla produces the Powerwall, a residential battery pack, as well 
as the commercial and utility-grade Powerpack storage sys-
tems. Powerpack is designed to help reduce electricity costs, 
smooth electricity consumption and create a more resilient 
electricity grid.
 
Tesla currently produces two premium EVs–Model S and Mod-
el X–engineered from the ground up to be the world’s best car 
and SUV. Both vehicles come with free road trip access to more 
than 400 Tesla Supercharger stations—the world’s fastest EV 
charging technology. Model 3, the third generation EV, is cur-
rently under development.
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