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On behalf of Spain’s Balearic Islands, Minorca will host the 5th 
edition of Greening the Islands International Conference (Eu-
rope) on 17-18 May 2018. The annual gathering will be held in as-
sociation with the Government of the Balearics, the Government 
of Minorca, the Biosphere Reserve Institution of Minorca and 
the Spanish Solar Photovoltaic Industry Association (UNEF). 
The event will be entirely focused on the European context as 
Greening the Islands looks to inaugurate other regional forums, 
such as for Asia-Pacific and the Caribbean, so that it can better 
respond to the specific development needs of different areas.

The Greening the Islands European forum in Minorca will see a 
partnership with the World Network of Island and Coastal Bio-
sphere Reserves, which meets in Minorca the following week. 
This co-operation has inspired a new topic to concentrate on in 
this edition of Greening the Islands: the “biosphere”. The topic 
sheds new light on how islands can be put forward as laborato-
ries for finding an equilibrium between Nature and human activ-
ity, with populations fluctuating due to tourism, migration, etc. 
This subject will be discussed in the opening session and inves-
tigated in all the thematic sessions of the island circular economy 
that we introduced last year in Favignana. In fact, biosphere is a 
cross-cutting subject with relevance to energy, water, transpor-
tation, waste, agriculture and tourism. All sectors have to grow 
in a sustainable way and respect Nature and all the “non-human” 
inhabitants of islands.
The Minorca European forum will be confirmed an “online event” 
thanks to the live streaming and the interactive functions of the 

GreeningTheIslands.net web platform, which facilitates the in-
volvement of a larger number of island stakeholders.

The Minorca technical forum will also be a milestone in the Eu-
ropean Commission’s path to island energy transition, started 
in May 2017 in Malta with the EU Member States’ signature of 
a joint declaration, followed by a political forum in Crete in Sep-
tember 2017. In Minorca, Greening the Islands will involve a 
greater number of experts to discuss how to make islands a new 
model of sustainable living.

This year, Greening the Islands will also show its commitment in 
demonstrating that the sustainable development of the islands 
can be more successful if it respects and enhances local cultures 
and traditions.

The 4th edition of the Greening the Islands Awards will this year 
boost the involvement of online community members creating 
a real, stimulating and correct competition that will help the 
dissemination of best practices. As usual, there will be a nation-
al conference to better focus on domestic issues (held on the 
morning of May 17 before the international forum).

secretariat@greeningtheislands.net
www.greeningtheislands.net



09.30	 |	 Registration and Welcome Coffee
10.00	 | 	 Introduction

•	 D. Gianni Chianetta – Director & Scientific Coordinator, 
Greening the Islands

•	 D. Josè Donoso – General Director, Unión Española 
Fotovoltaica (UNEF)

10.20 	 | 	 Welcome Message
•	 Dña. Susana I. Mora Humbert – President, Consell Insular 

de Menorca

10.30 	 | 	 Status overview and prospects of the fight against 
climate change in Spain and in the Balearic islands
Summary of the current and future state actions against 
climate change in Spain

•	 Ma Lorena Prado Orcoyen – Technical Adviser, Spanish 
Climate Change Office, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Food and Environment

Climate Change Law of the Balearic Islands. A Proposal for 
Energy Transition

•	 D. Marc Pons i Pons – Minister, Department of Territory, 
Energy and Mobility, Balearic Islands

Balearic and Canaries 100% renewable: When?
11.00    |  Industry point of view
Moderation: Sará Doña Margarita Orfila - President of Ateneu 
de Maó

•	 D. Martin Ribas Medina – Managing Director, Endesa 
Balearic Islands

•	 D. Rafael Puigcercos – UNEF Delegate for the Balearic 
Islands

•	 D. Pablo Valencia – Investment Director, Q-Energy

11.50  |  Point of view of the Spanish political parties
Moderation: TBD 

•	 Dña. María José Camps Orfila – Deputy PSOE Menorca, 
Parliament of the Balearic Islands

•	 Dña. Olga Ballester – Deputy, Balearic Islands, 
Ciudadanos

•	 Dña. María Asunción Jacoba Pía de la Concha García-
Mauriño – Secretary General, Balearic Islands, Podemos

•	 D. David De la Hoz Fernández – Vicepresident of Canary 
Parliament

•	 D. Rafael Muñoz – Executive Counselor, MES

12.50	 |	 Conclusions

Consell Insular de Menorca – Government Conference RoomMay 17th National Conference
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13.00 	 | 	 Welcome Lunch

OPENING SESSION
14.00 	 | 	 Introduction & Moderation

•	 Gianni Chianetta – Director & Scientific Coordinator, 
Greening the Islands

14.10	 | 	 Welcome Message
•	 Susana I. Mora Humbert – President, Consell Insular de 

Menorca
•	 Joan Groizard – Director of Energy and Climate Change, 

Regional Government of the Balearic Islands
•	 Ma Lorena Prado Orcoyen – Technical Adviser, Spanish 

Climate Change Office, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Food and Environment - Government of Spain

•	 Josè Donoso – General Manager Unión Española 
Fotovoltaica (UNEF)/ Co-Chairman Global Solar Council

14.40 	 | 	 Panel
How can the circular economy of islands grow in harmony 
with the biosphere? How should residents and tourists 
be actively involved in the process towards sustainable 
islands?
Moderation:  Eric J. Lyman – USA Today

Setting the scene
Biosphere Reserves territories facing the challenge of 
sustainability
Irene Estaún – Director Consell Insular de Menorca

May 17th International Conference

•	 Brendan Devlin – Advisor, Directorate for Internal Energy 
Market, DG Energy, European Commission

•	 Helmut Morsi – Adviser to the Director and Coordinator 
for Innovation, European Commission, DG MOVE-B

•	 Michela Miletto – Deputy Coordinator United Nations 
World Water Assessment Programme (UNESCO)

•	 Pierre Jean Coulon – President, European Economic and 
Social Committee Section in charge of Transport, Energy, 
Infrastructure and the Information Society (TEN)

•	 Javeir Ares García – Regional Minister of Enviroment 
of Menorca/President of Menorca Biosphere Reserve 
Agency

15.30 	 | 	 Debate (question time via streaming)

SESSION ON ENERGY
Current and future challenges of the energy transition in 
the EU islands. The Clean Energy for EU Islands Initiative. 
Decarbonisation plans, EU finance programs and the role of 
private investments.

15.40 	 | 	 Introduction & Moderation
•	 Reyad Fezzani – Chairman & Head of Strategy Committee 

for Energy, The Green Consulting Group

15.45 	 | 	 Status overview and prospects
Greening the Islands: the energy sector as a priority

•	 Brendan Devlin – Advisor, Directorate for Internal Energy 
Market, DG Energy, European Commission

Consell Insular de Menorca – Government Conference Room



16.00 	 | 	 Best practices and challenges 
The Italian Feed in Tariff for Revewables for the non 
interconnected islands

•	 Attilio Piattelli – Vice President ItaliaSolare

WinWind – Winning social acceptance for wind energy in 
wind energy scarce regions

•	 Nicoletta del Bufalo – Director, ECORYS España, Member 
the Board of Directors of ECORYS Europe

16.30 	 | 	 Coffee Break
16.50 	 | 	 Panel
Moderation:  Elena Comelli – Corriere Economia

•	 Josè Donoso – General Manager Unión Española 
Fotovoltaica (UNEF)/ Co-Chairman Global Solar Council

•	 Salvador Suárez García – Head of the Renewable Energy 
Department of Canary Islands Institute of Technology (ITC)

•	 Alexander Sauer – Project Manager, BSW Solar
•	 Teresa Luis Ruiz – Chair EURELECTRIC’s Network of 

Experts on Islands’ Energy Systems
•	 Jesús Cardona – Coordinator of the Strategic Guidelines 

of Menorca – Energy, Institut Menorquí d’Estudis

17.30 	 | 	 Toward Asia-Pafic islands region
•	 Murray Cameron – Chief Operating Officer, Asian PV 

Association (APVIA) (non – European special guest)
•	 Theresa Capellan – President, Philippines Solar Power 

Alliance (non – European special guest)

17.50 	 | 	 Debate (question time via streaming)

18.45 – 20.15 | Greening the Islands Observatory
1st Scientific Islands Committee Meeting – Parallel Sessions: 
Energy, Water & Mobility (reserved for members).
Barceló Hamilton Menorca Hotel

21.00	 | 	 Cocktail Dinner with traditional music

Greening the Islands Awards 2018: Winners and Nominees
Votes also from GreeningTheIslands.net on-line community

The Jury

•	 George Kremlis – Honorary Director – Directorate 
General for the Environment, European Commission – 
Active Senior responsible for circular economy in the 
islands

•	 Michela Miletto – Deputy Coordinator United Nations 
World Water Assessment Programme (UNESCO)

•	 Helmut Morsi – Adviser to the Director and Coordinator 
for Innovation, European Commission, DG MOVE-B

•	 Emanuele Taibi – Islands Energy Transition Analyst, The 
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)

•	 Konstantina Toli – Senior Programme Officer, Global 
Water Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP) 

•	 Philippe Vangeel – Secretary General, The European 
Association for Electromobility (AVERE)



07.30 – 09.00 | Greening the Islands Observatory
1st Scientific Islands Committee Meeting (breakfast) – Plenary 
Session: all sectors (reserved for members).
Barceló Hamilton Menorca Hotel

SESSION ON WATER
Desalination of marine and brackish waters: innovation 
related to renewable sources. Solar-desalination solutions: 
political and economic challenges and potential market.

09.10 	 | 	 Welcome coffee
09.40 	| 	 Introduction & Moderation

•	 Emilio Gabbrielli – Head of Strategy Committee for 
Water, The Green Consulting Group

09.45 	| 	 Status overview and prospects
Water and circular economy

•	 George Kremlis – Honorary Director – Directorate General 
for the Environment, European Commission – Active 
Senior responsible for circular economy in the islands

10.00 	 | 	 Institutional Presentations
The 2018 edition of the United Nations World Water 
Development Report: Nature- based Solutions for Water

•	 Michela Miletto – Deputy Coordinator United Nations 
World Water Assessment Programme (UNESCO)

Water Challenges and Solutions in the Islands
•	 Konstantina Toli – Senior Programme Officer, Global 

Water Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)

May 18th International Conference

10.30 	 | 	 Best practices and challenges 
Non-Conventional Water Resources Powered by Renewable 
Energy as Solutions to Climate Change

•	 Shannon McCarthy – Secretary General, The 
International Desalination Association (IDA)

Development of a water management framework for 
Mediterranean Islands – the LIFE 16 IPE/MT/008 Project

•	 Manuel Sapiano – Chief Policy Officer (Water), 
Sustainable Energy and Water Conservation Unit 
(SEWCU), Ministry for Energy and Health, Malta

11.00 	 | 	 Panel
Moderation:  Konstantina Toli – Senior Programme Officer, 
Global Water Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)

•	 Ursula Annunziata – European Desalination Society 
(EDS)

•	 Jacques Ganoulis – Special Secretary for Water 
Resources, Ministry of Reconstruction of Production, 
Environment & Energy, Greece

•	 Giuseppe Taverna – Chief Technical Secretariat, Regional 
Department for Energy, Water and Public Utilities Region 
of Sicily

•	 Christian Pleijel – Chairman of the Board Nordic 
Archipelago Cooperation/Program Director Sustainable 
Urban Systems, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, 
Executive School, Stockholm

11.40 	 | 	 Debate (question time via streaming)

Consell Insular de Menorca – Government Conference Room



•	 Evangelos Bekiaris – Director, Hellenic Institute of 
Transport, Centre for Research and Technology Hellas 
(HIT/CERTH)

•	 Francesco Gattiglio – EU Affairs Manager, Association 
of European Automotive and Industrial Battery 
Manufacturers (EUROBAT)

13.20 	 | 	 Debate (question time via streaming)
13.30 	 | 	 Light Lunch

SESSION ON EU CIRCULAR ECONOMY PACKAGE, 
THINKING ON SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
The sustainable development of islands needs to take into 
account, not only Energy, Water and Mobility, but also 
efficient waste management, integrated and qualified 
management of local agriculture and promotion of green/
responsible-tourism, addressing an increasing number of 
eco-friendly tourists/visitors. How to find the best inter-
sectorial synergies and to set up a new concept of a wide 
island circular economy model?

14.25 	 | 	 Introduction & Moderation
•	 Carlo Drago - Digital Transformation Partner, The Green 

Consulting Group

14.30 	 | 	 Status overview and prospects
Circular Economy and Insularity

•	 George Kremlis – Honorary Director – Directorate 
General for the Environment, European Commission – 
Active Senior responsible for circular economy in the 
islands

14.45 	 | 	 Is sustainable tourism a driver for a new the island 
circular economy that also passes through waste and 
agriculture? – Best practices from Balearics

SESSION ON GREEN VEHICLES
The islands challenges and opportunities. Electric mobility 
at sea: state of the art and technological problems. Best 
practices.

11.50 	 | 	 Introduction & Moderation 
•	 Joeri de Ridder – Head of Strategy Committee for 

e.Mobility, The Green Consulting Group

11.55	 | 	 Status overview and prospects
TEN-T & CEF Innovation: Opportunities for Islands

•	 Helmut Morsi – Adviser to the Director and 
Coordinator for Innovation, European Commission,  
DG MOVE-B

12.10 	 | 	 Best practices and challenges
The future of electro-mobility for Europe

•	 Philippe Vangeel – Secretary General, The European 
Association for Electromobility (AVERE)

Change Maker in High-Sea-Island Transportation
•	 Jörg Singer – Mayor Helgoland (Germany)

12.40 	 | 	 Panel
Moderation:   Luis Hill – CEO, Thinking Cities and Thinking 
Highways

•	 Joan Groizard – Director of Energy and Climate Change, 
Regional Government of the Balearic Islands

•	 Salvador Suárez García – Head of the Renewable Energy 
Department of Canary Islands Institute of Technology 
(ITC)

•	 Arturo Pérez De Lucia – Managing Director Spanish 
Business Association for the Development of Electrical 
Vehicle (AEDIVE)



Setting the scene
Circularity as key value for tourism
Giannina Usai – General Secretary ANCIM (Small Islands 
Municipalities Italian Association)

•	 Pierre Jean Coulon – President, European Economic and 
Social Committee Section in charge of Transport, Energy, 
Infrastructure and the Information Society (TEN)

•	 Konstantina Toli – Senior Programme Officer, Global 
Water Partnership – Mediterranean (GWP)

•	 Moira Pisani – Director Policy Development and 
Programme Implementation, Ministry for Tourism, Malta

16.40	 | 	 Debate and Conclusions

17.00 	 | 	 Closing drink and Group Photo

Experiences from the Balearic islands
•	 Irene Moya Pais – Manager of the Fundació Fomento de 

Turismo de Menorca

New residue management strategy for the island of Menorca
•	 Catalina Pascual Mercadal – Consell Insular de Menorca 

- Waste

Recognition of environmental services generated by farmers 
to the rest of society and the need to strengthen alliances 
between sectors in Menorca Biosphere Reserve

•	 Miquel Truyol – Director of Agriculture and Marine 
Affairs, Consell Insular de Menorca

The point of view of tourism key stakeholders and expert
Circular economy in the context of tourism: sustainable 
tourism management tools and experiences

•	 Cinzia De Marzo – Former Seconded National Expert at 
the European Commission/EU Tourism Expert

Blu Islands - Seasonal Variation of Waste as an Affect of 
Tourism

•	 Alicia Bueno – Mallorca Chamber of Commerce/
Technical Committee of Insular Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry of the European Union (INSULEUR)

Eco – Certification
•	 Moira Pisani – Director Policy Development and 

Programme Implementation, Ministry for Tourism, Malta

16.00 	 | 	 Panel
International and European policies towards a wide island 
circular economy model
Moderation:  Catalina Arévalo – Environment correspondent, 
Agencia EFE
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